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ZUNA INSTITUTE ANNOUNCES KEYNOTE SPEAKER AND ENTERTAINMENT HOST FOR 

2011 NATIONAL BLACK LESBIAN CONFERENCE 
   

Sacramento, CA (July 1, 2011) – Zuna Institute announces our Keynote Speaker 
Linda Villarosa, Author, Journalist, and Public Speaker, and C.C. Carter a writer, poet, and 
Performance artist at our 2011 National Black Lesbian Conference August 25-28th, 2011 at Walt 
Disney World. 

 
Linda Villarosa, in 1991 wrote “Coming Out,” and article in Essence Magazine which 

set a precedent on Black lesbian articles published in a mainstream magazine. Recently 
Villarosa wrote “Passing for Black,” about a “quest for identity – being black, female and gay.”  

 
CC Carter in the slam competition scene won the 5th Annual Guild Open Mic 

Competition, as well as several local and national slams. She is, "Sade, MeShell, and J.Lo 
rolled Into One Toungue.”  

 
Francine Ramsey, Zuna Institute’s Executive Director, said “having Linda Villarosa 

means so much to the community, we have come full circle since 1991 when we read the words 
of a Black lesbian, Linda Villarosa, coming out in Essence magazine.  

 
The Zuna Institute board of directors  selected Orlando, Florida as the location for its 

2011 National Black Lesbian Conference (NBLC).  Appropriately themed, “Black Lesbians 
Matter,” the conference will have workshops and forums that focus on education and advocacy 
within the Black lesbian Diaspora as well as provide a national voice on gay and lesbian issues.  
The conference dates are August 25-28th, 2011. The Disney Contemporary Resort will serve 
as the host hotel.  

 
We invite everyone from urban centers to rural communities for a safe-haven 

weekend of activities and fun. 
 
For more information contact Zuna Institute at nblc@zunainstitute.org 

Zuna Institute is a national advocacy organization for Black Lesbians that addresses such issues as health, economic development, 
education, and public policy.  Zuna Institute brings about visibility and empowerment to the Black Lesbian community, and strives to 
eliminate barriers that are deeply rooted in public policies that encourage homophobia, economic and educational injustices, and 
other forms of social discrimination. 
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